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THEY SAY, “SEX EDUCATION
IS A MUST IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS”

Brock Hartwigsen

INTRODUCTION1

Three things we will cover in this lesson are: 1) Who are they that
say, “Sex education is a must in public schools?” 2) Why do they say
that “Sex education is a must in public schools?” and 3) What does God
say regarding this matter? To accomplish our goals we will divide the
lesson into these three parts: 1) The history of sex education in public
schools, 2) The current situation of sex education in public schools, and
3) What God says Christians should do about sex education.

THE HISTORY OF
SEX EDUCATION IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

In this section we shall answer the questions: “Who said we needed
sex education in public schools?” and “Why did they say we needed
sex education in public schools?” To do that we will begin with a brief
look at the history of public education in America.

Let us start in Olcott, New York. Olcott is a very pretty, sleepy
little town on the banks of Lake Ontario. In a small downtown park
they have a war memorial. It is a statue of a soldier. On the base of the
statue are the names of all the men from that community who died in
the Civil War. They also have engraved on that statue this quote:
“Whatever we wish to see introduced into the life of a nation must first
be introduced into our schools.” This quote is from Friedrich Wilhelm
Christian Karl Ferdinand von Humboldt (1767-1835). He was the
founder of Humboldt University in Berlin. He is widely recognized as
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having been the architect of the Prussian education system, which was
used as a model for the public education system in America.

Another famous (or infamous) German who understood that he
who controls the schools controls the future was Adolf Hitler (1889-
1945). Hitler is reported to have said: “Let me control the textbooks,
and I will control the state.”2 During a speech he delivered on Novem-
ber 6, 1939, Hitler stated:

When an opponent declares, “I will not come over to your side,”
calmly say, “Your child belongs to us already. What are you?
You will pass on. Your descendants, however, now stand in the
new camp. In a short time they will know nothing else but this
new community.3

Brother Brad Harrub, in an article entitled Homosexuals–Na-
zis–Schools, wrote about a conversation he had a number of years ago
with “a homosexual activist.” He wrote how the activist:

... revealed a wicked and terrifying undercurrent below the
surface of our society. He commented that many homosexuals
are no longer battling for same-sex marriage in the courtrooms
or at the polls, because they know it will be a “non-issue” in ten
years. When I asked what he meant, he informed me that rather
than fighting to have laws changed, activists have changed
tactics, and are now focusing the battle in the public school
classroom. He noted that if they could teach tolerance and
acceptance in the schoolroom, then it would be a piece of cake
to have the laws overturned in a decade or so, once those
students were of voting age.4

John Dewey (1859-1952) understood that he who controls
education controls the future. “He had a profound impact on progres-
sive education and was regarded as the foremost educator of his day.
He lectured all over the world and prepared educational surveys for
Turkey, Mexico, and the Soviet Union.”5 Dewey has been called the
“Father Of Modern Education.”

Dewey was a signer of The Humanist Manifesto I. He has even
been given credit for writing most of it. About Humanism and Dewey’s
urge of it, David Barton notes:

Humanism would have men be their own gods. Humanism
would make everything relative to what the individual perceives
as improvement or detriment. Humanism denies the Salvation of
God and replaces it with salvation by men.
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John Dewey promoted humanism as a national way of life.
Humanists in their zeal believe they are doing your children a
favor to make them more happy by seeking to erode any faith in
God and replacing it with a hope in their own efforts.6

Dewey also wrote Faith in Education and Democracy and
Education. In them he told how he planned to accomplish the goals laid
out in The Humanist Manifesto I through America’s public school
system. He developed ideas of evolutionary democracy, evolutionary
education and evolutionary law. His theories of education and
democracy were based on Darwin’s Theory of Evolution.

The education theories of Dewey would not have been so
acceptable to people had it not been for the previous acceptance
of Darwin’s Theory of Evolution. That theory was widely
received around the world. Evolution praises change and
declares the highest good is a positive change. Darwin’s theory
helped strengthen the ideas of relativism and positivism which
had been around for ages but were reinforced by John Dewey.7

Dewey believed and taught that the only way America could be
changed was through the educational system. If the American educa-
tional system turned out Humanists, then America could be changed.
He was right, and we can see in America today the fruits of this
approach. To achieve that end he mustered many forces and changed
America’s educational program from small, locally run schools to large
state and eventually federally financed, run and controlled schools.

His advocacy of the use of the American public school system to
bring about the social change which he wanted has been very success-
ful. The modern American educational system was not set up for the
education of America’s children, but for their indoctrination. Many
prominent leaders and organizations still have this agenda. That is why,
back in the 1980s, the National Parent Teacher Association declared
home schooling the greatest threat facing the American educational
system.

Why should that be since every study shows that on the average
home schooled children do better academically and socially than their
peers in public schools? The answer is two-fold. One, it is considered
a threat, not to the quality of a child’s education, but because home-
schooling removes children out of the mind control and social change
agenda of the leadership of such organizations as the National
Education Association, the National Association of PTAs, Planned
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Parenthood and other such minded agencies. Secondly, homeschooling
hinders the Humanists’ agenda of discrediting and doing away with
Christian morals and the Christian religion.

Let us briefly note the history of sex education in the public
schools. Here, I will freely borrow information from Mr. Charles
Donovan’s talk, entitled “The History of Sex Education in the U.S.”8

There is no history of organized sex education in America prior to
the 1920s. Yet, the population prospered and grew and children learned
about sex without the help of the public schools. The sexual problems
that destroy families and lives—that sex educators feel compelled to
give instruction about in our public schools today—were practically
nonexistent back then or, at least percentage-wise, a lot smaller. Sex
education exists today because of an agenda, not a bona fide need.

The Library of Congress has a dozen or so books printed before
1910 that dealt with sex education. None of them dealt with sex
education in public schools. They all deal with sex education given in
the privacy of the home, and given by a child’s parents.

One was written by R.C. Bowl. It is like all the others books. It is
nothing like our modern-day sex education text books. It is a book
about the dangers of bad companions. The purpose of the book was to
encourage young people to keep on the straight and narrow. Bowl did
not approach the subject simply as a biological topic or from an amoral
position.

Margaret Sanger (1879-1966) wrote What Every Boy And Girl
Should Know. It was published in 1915. In many ways it was not a
major departure from the approach of other texts in that day and age.
However, there were a few significant changes. It was very explicit
when it came to human biology. Sanger also included a postscript
which introduced her ideas about negative eugenics. The postscript is
entitled, “Breeding Out The Unfit.” In this section, she explained that
minorities and the poor should not be allowed to reproduce and thus be
bred out of existence. The book also contained a section about “how
moral values were changing.” In this section, Sanger predicted that “the
next generation of young people, leading up to the Roaring 20s, [will]
direct their sexual behavior not out of fear and morality ... they are
going to be replaced by logic and reason; scientific guides would
determine what the moral standards of that generation would be.”9

Sanger is probably the one person who had the most influence in
changing America’s approach to sex education. She was the founder of
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Planned Parenthood. Planned Parenthood is the largest promoter of
abortion in the United States, and in the world it is a major player in the
field of sex education. In 1931, H.G. Wells, writing about Sanger,
stated: “The movement she started will grow to be, a hundred years
from now, the most influential of all time. When the history of our
civilization is written, it will be a biological history, and Margaret
Sanger will be its heroine.”10 In 1922, Sanger, in her book, The Pivot
of Civilization wrote: “Sex can be rendered effective and valuable only
as it meets and satisfies the interests and demands of the pupil
himself.”11 Simply put, she was advocating today’s selfish and self-
centered amoral approach to sex.

Planned Parenthood’s role in the development and implementation
of sex education is very important. Sanger’s organization, Planned
Parenthood, developed its programs in the 1920s. It began to provide
what they erroneously called “clinical services.” At this early stage,
Planned Parenthood was not yet involved with adolescents, much less
educating them about sex. It would have been very unpopular in that
day and age in American society to even begin to suggest the idea of
providing contraceptives to teenagers or that anyone other than a
child’s parents should play any role in the sexual education of minors.

But, Planned Parenthood knew that things were changing in
Europe. This was especially true in Sweden where the first national sex
education program was developed. In 1933, The National League for
Sex Education was founded in Sweden with Eliesse Addison Jensen as
president. In 1950, Jensen became president of the International
Planned Parenthood Federation. Sweden moved quickly to establish
National Mandatory Sex Education. In 1941, The Swedish League held
its first Summer Institute for sex educators and invited social workers,
teachers, et cetera to attend.

In 1946, Planned Parenthood sent a delegation to Sweden to attend
a conference sponsored by the Swedish League. At that conference, the
Swedish League adopted a resolution favoring the imposition of
mandatory sex education for Sweden. The Planned Parenthood
delegation whole heartily endorsed such a resolution. Planned Parent-
hood modified the Swedish resolution and came out with their own,
their first formal statement on sex education. It proclaimed “the right
of every young person to receive sex education.”12 They did not go as
far as the Swedish League did and call for a government mandated sex
education program. Planned Parenthood leadership understood that the
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American public, and thus its politicians, would not be in favor of
mandated sex education for children.

The Kinsey Report was the proverbial camel that poked its nose
under the side of the tent and enabled sex education to get its start in
America. The Kinsey Report is actually two books on human sexual
behavior, Sexual Behavior in the Human Male (1948) and Sexual
Behavior in the Human Female (1953). These were compiled and
written by Dr. Alfred Kinsey, Wardell Pomeroy and others. Kinsey was
a zoologist at Indiana University and the founder of the Kinsey Institute
for Research in Sex, Gender and Reproduction.

Their published research astounded the general public and it was
immediately controversial and sensational. The findings caused shock
and outrage because they challenged conventional beliefs about
sexuality and because they discussed subjects that had previously been
taboo. Most of the Kinsey Report is rejected today because a major part
of their research was done with prisoners, which skewed the findings.
Critics have pointed out that some of the data in the reports could not
have been obtained without observation or participation in child sexual
abuse, or through collaborations with child molesters.13 The Kinsey
Institute denies this charge, though it acknowledges that Kinsey
interviewed men who had sexual experiences with children,14 and some
former and current directors of the Institute described those men as
“pedophiles.”15 However, at the time of the release of the Kinsey
Report, these facts were not known.

In 1953, Dr. Leena Levine, president of Planned Parenthood, wrote
that there are but two basic alternatives that society is faced with “when
it is dealing with the sexuality of the unwed.”16 One: To explain to
young people that sexual happiness and sexual harmony are key to
marriage in the home, and, therefore, all efforts should be spent by
organizations and by society to encourage young people to save
themselves sexually for marriage. Two: An alternate solution would be
for educators and parents to help young people obtain sexual satisfac-
tion before marriage. She explained that sanctioning sex before
marriage would prevent fear and guilt. It would relieve those who have
them of their fears and guilty feelings. Also, she went on to say, we
must do more than that, we also had to provide contraceptives. Though
she did not mention abortion, it was the acceptance of the use of
contraceptives that led the way to the acceptance of abortion.
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Sex education in the 1950s was known as “the birds and the bees.”
Instead of pictures of the human form, diagrams of the sexual organs
of plants and fertilization involved pollen rather than bodily fluids. The
birth control pill did not come into existence until the late 1950s, and
the female diaphragm was cumbersome and hard to come by for non-
married girls. Teenage pregnancies were greeted with disapproval and
often resulted in “shotgun marriages.” Sex education in the 1950s was
aimed mostly at girls with the goal of promoting domestic bliss.

But things were changing in the American society which resulted
in changes in sex education. The Broadway musical and movie Grease,
which was set in the 1950s reflected a lot of these changes. Mary
Bowers, in an article entitled Grease and Sex Ed in the 1950s, in
Broadway Magazine explained:

Sex in the 1950s has long been overshadowed by its seemingly
more daring younger sister, the swinging sixties. But there was
much going on behind closed (car) doors, as the Rydell High’s
favorite drive-in can testify in the Broadway ... musical Grease.

Sex education took on a new tone in the Grease era. The threat
of mortality posed by the Second World War created a hotbed
for semi-condoned promiscuity. A moral and medical panic
ensued. Suddenly, women were gaining confidence outside the
home doing men’s jobs; husbands were away from the house-
hold and people began to seize more than just the day. A spate
of unplanned pregnancies was accompanied by a sharp increase
in the number of cases of sexually transmitted diseases, includ-
ing gonorrhea and syphilis. The hormones pumping through
young people’s veins were no longer only to be controlled, they
were to be educated.17

Dr. Mary Calderone (1904-1988) was Director of the National
Medical Committee of Planned Parenthood.

Dr. Calderone ... pleaded for years with the American Medical
Association (AMA) to establish a Task Force Report and
Resolution dealing with the responsibility of physicians to
provide sex information and to be a source of population control.
She was rebuffed time and time again. Finally in 1962 she
persuaded the Board of Trustees of the AMA to establish an
eight-member committee of which she was a member and she
got at least one other easily-identified Planned Parenthood
physician involved with it. They issued a Task Force Report
which said that the physician’s role in handing out information



398 They Say, “Sex Education is a Must in Public Schools”

about sexual matters and in population control should be
primary.18

In 1964, Calderone left Planned Parenthood and became Executive
Director of the Sex Information and Education Council of the United
States (SIECUS), which she helped to set up.

In 1966, the National Education Association (NEA) passed its first
resolution endorsing sex education. Also in 1966, Wilbur Cohen (1913-
1987), Under Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare (HEW):
“Wrote a report entitled Family Planning; One Aspect: A Freedom to
Choose. It was about sex education ... Cohen said that the need for sex
education, as an integral part of the school curriculum, must begin at
the earliest grades.”19

Before Cohen’s paper, the federal government had not been
involved in sex education and it tended to allow local communities to
set their own agenda when it came to sex education. As a result of
Cohen paper:

... the HEW supplied SIECUS with federal funds to give a
conference. SIECUS also received federal funds to develop the
first Teacher Training Manual. [Since then] ...whenever these
organizations ... wanted to extend their influence they ... looked
to the federal treasury to help them do it. The funding granted for
the Teacher Training Manual put SIECUS on the map as a
federally-approved national organization. SIECUS was more
aggressive than PP [Planned Parenthood] in the sex education
field.20

Now the change agents had introduced and had control of the
sexual education of America’s youth, and we have been on a slippery
slope to hell ever since. Dewey’s desire for a government controlled
school system that would turn out good little Humanists was achieved
when it came to sexual morals.

As Hitler said about those who were in opposition to him: “When
an opponent declares, ‘I will not come over to your side,’ calmly say,
‘Your child belongs to us already. What are you? You will pass on.
Your descendants, however, now stand in the new camp. In a short time
they will know nothing else but this new community.”

CURRENT SITUATION OF
SEX EDUCATION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The powers that dictate the curriculum for sex education in public
schools walk the corridors of the capital in Washington and in the state
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capitals. These people are the elected government officials and
entrenched bureaucrats. They mandate through law what must be taught
and what cannot be taught. This was demonstrated when President
Obama’s first federal budget eliminated all funding for “Abstinence-
Only” education.

The powers that dictate the curriculum for sex education in public
schools also walk the halls of academia. These people are the deans,
department heads and tenured professors of our universities. They
brainwash each new generation of teachers. You also have the local
school boards who rubberstamp all of the government mandates for
public schools because they are addicted to the almighty federal dollar.

Who are these government, academia and school board people?
They are the baby boomer generation. The baby boomers were the first
generation of Americans who went through our modern public sex
education classes. They are the generation that rebelled against all
authority. They are the generation who violently opposed the war in
Viet Nam, spat upon our returning soldiers, burnt their draft cards, and
called for free sex and drugs, et cetera. This anti-authority generation
is now the authority and the only authority they can now oppose is
God’s authority. One way they are successfully doing this is through
perverted sex education classes that undermine any Biblical instruction
the children of America might be receiving.

Within the baby boomer generation there are two prominent groups
that control sex education. One group is the Sodomites. These are the
sexual perverts who, as God says, “dishonour their own bodies between
themselves” (Rom. 1:24). They, because of their “vile affections,” have
“change[d] the natural use into that which is against nature” (Rom.
1:26). They are not content with damning themselves, but are deter-
mined to corrupt and drag as many others as they can with them down
into hell. It is because of them that our children are taught that not only
is sodomy not sinful, but that all children should experiment with all
forms of sexual perversion until they find the one that pleases them the
most.

The other group is the Pro-death lobby. This group likes to be
called the “Pro-choice” lobby, but they deny the baby’s right to choose
and encourage a woman to force her choice on the poor defenseless
infant in her womb. It is because of them that children are taught that
abortion is simply another means of birth control. This group, like the
sodomites, view sex as nothing more than a recreation to be enjoyed.
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If a child is conceived, it is no big deal. Just kill it and go on enjoying
your life.

The sex education community is controlled by either outright
atheists or practical atheists. In Psalms 10, describing the troublemakers
in his day, David paints an excellent picture of the movers and shakers
in our sex education community. He identifies atheists in verse 4,
saying: “God is not in all his thoughts.” The American Standard
Version (1901) reads: “All his thoughts are, There is no God.” He
identifies practical atheists in verses 11 and 13, saying: “He hath said
in his heart, God hath forgotten: he hideth his face; he will never see it
... the wicked contemn God? he hath said in his heart, Thou wilt not
require it.”

What David wrote about those people is an excellent description of
the leaders in the sex education community. They are wicked in their
pride (v. 3). They boast of their hearts desires (v. 4). Their ways are
always grievous (v. 5). Their mouths are always full of cursing, deceit
and fraud (v. 7). They murder the innocent (v. 8). They lay in secret
like a lion so that they can catch the innocent (vv. 9-10). Their only
interest or concern in God’s standards is encouraging and teaching the
youth of America that God can and should be ignored.

What can we do about it? Regrettably, we cannot do much when it
comes to the leaders in the sex education community. Jesus’ description
of some of the Israelites in His day is an excellent description of the
leaders in the sex education community today. He said:

For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of
hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they
should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should
understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I
should heal them (Mt. 13:15).

Jesus’ scathing denunciation of the scribes and Pharisees in Matthew
23 did not change them. They were deaf to what Jesus said and He
knew it. His motivation was to hopefully teach and warn the others who
were standing there and hearing Him.

We need to follow Jesus’ example and bluntly, with no holds
barred, speak out against the sex education community. We need to
stand up and speak out against these debauchers and the condoning of
sin that is taught in modern sex education classes in every public venue
possible. We need to stand up and speak out at school board meetings,
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at PTA meetings, at political rallies, in town hall meetings, in the
editorial pages of our local papers, and any other venue we can find.

We also need to understand the costs of speaking out! When
Steven’s audience in Acts 8 could not refute the logic of his arguments,
they put their fingers in their ears, shouted out loud so that they could
not hear him any more. Then, they stoned him to death. Speaking out
publicly and loudly the truth about the condition of our modern sex
education system will similarly bring hostile reprisals. They may not
physically put their fingers in their ears, but they will do what they can
so as to not to hear you anymore. They will try to shout you down.
They may not physically stone you, but they will throw verbal stones
and insults in an attempt to stop you and destroy your reputation.

When you speak out and are attacked in return, you need to
remember Jesus’ words:

Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you,
and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before
you (Mt. 5:11-12).

Christians need to stand up and speak out. After all, if we do not,
who will? Surely, what Jesus said in Matthew 5:14-16 applies to us and
to the efforts we should be making in regard to the darkness of modern
public sex education!

Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot
be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the
house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

WHAT GOD SAYS CHRISTIANS
SHOULD DO ABOUT SEX EDUCATION

Sex education in public schools is not mentioned specifically in the
Bible. However, we want to look at just two passages that encompass
more than sex education, but, for our purposes here, we want to limit
them just to that.

The first is Proverbs 22:6. It stresses: “Train up a child in the way
he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” The New
English Bible reads: “Start a boy on the right road, and even in old age
he will not leave it .” The Anchor translation instructs: “Give a lad the
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training he needs for life, Even when he is old it will stay with him.”
And, the Berkeley translation says: “Educate a child according to his
life requirements; even when he is old, he will not veer from it.”

Many argue that Proverbs 22:6 is a generalization, not a concrete
truth. They argue that the proverbs are rules, not laws and that there is
an exception to every rule. I personally do not agree with that, but even
if it is true, surely all Christian parents want their children to put Christ
on in baptism and to walk faithfully in the straight and narrow all their
lives. Surely all Christian parents want their children to know, to
understand and to obey God’s teaching about proper and improper
sexual behavior. Just because there might be exceptions to Proverbs
22:6, does that mean Christian parents should just throw up their hands
and not even try to train their children so that when they grow old they
will not depart from God standards?

The reason Proverbs 22:6 seems to fail is not because we cannot
trust God’s promise, but because most American parents do not train.
They raise and that is why they fail. Webster defines the word “raise”
as, “to bring up a child, to breed and bring up to maturity an animal.”21

The word “train” is defined by Webster as, “to direct the growth of, to
form by instruction.”22 Train does not equal raise.

Sadly, a lot of parents, even many in the Lord’s church, do not even
raise their children. They simply provide them with food, shelter and
clothing. When it comes to the raising and training, they turn that over
to others. They send their infants to daycare when they are but a few
months old and some when they are only weeks old. Then, it is on to
preschool when they are too old for daycare, but not old enough for
public schools. And finally, their children are in the public schools until
they are old enough to be own their own.

It is not that the training fails! It is that most Christian parents fail
to train. They turn the training over to others who will not, “Train up
a child in the way he should go,” God’s way. These others train up a
child in the way the government and society wants, i.e., to reject God’s
moral standards regarding sexual activity.

It is not that the training fails! It is that most Christian parents live
inconsistent lives, lives which train their children to reject God’s moral
values when it comes to sexual activity. The inconstant lives of parents
cause problems with what little training they might give their children.
They teach their children that certain sexual activities are wrong and
sinful. Yet, they take vicarious pleasure and enjoyment in sinful sexual



Brock Hartwigsen 403

activities as if they are acceptable. Parents watch television shows and
movies where sexual immorality is the norm and, thinking nothing of
it, take pleasure from it. They have family members and friends who
engage in all sorts or sexual immorality and condone it by acting as if
nothing is wrong. They maintain spiritual fellowship with adulterers,
i.e. unscripturally divorced and remarried Christians, ignoring the plain
teaching in Scripture that such is sinful. Their actions and attitudes do
more training than their mouths. It is not that their training failed, it is
that the training they give by their inconsistent lives works!

“Train” is translated from the Hebrew word chanak, which means
“to press in, to dedicate.” It is used five times in Scripture, but only
once is it translated “train up.” The most common translation is
“dedicated.” 1 Kings 8:63 and 2 Chronicles 7:5 mention the dedication,
chanak, of the temple. Webster defines “dedicate” as “to set apart to a
definite use, to be committed to.”23

Christian parents should dedicate their children to God—not to be
the most popular student in school, or the best athlete, or the smartest
student, or the prettiest, or a doctor, lawyer or candlestick maker.
Christian parents should dedicate their children to being faithful
servants of the Lord. They should not just make sure their children are
physically clean; it is more important that they are spiritually clean.
Parents should not just make sure that their children do well in public
school; they should make sure that their children faithfully attend and
do well in Bible class. Parents should not just make sure that their
children get their school work done; they should make sure that their
children get their Bible school work done. Parents should not just make
sure that their children’s English is grammatically correct; they should
make sure that their children’s speech is clean and wholesome. Parents
should not just make sure that they have “safe sex” as taught in public
school sex education classes; they should make sure that their children
abstain from sex until marriage—which is the only “safe sex,”
Scripturally speaking. Christian parents should uphold the Bible
priorities that will enable their children to grow up as dedicated
Christians.

God gave instructions to the Israelite parents as to how they were
to go about the training of their children. For example, in Deuteronomy
6:6-7 they were told:

And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in
thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy
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children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house,
and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up.

Let us compare the ancient Jewish community to 21st Century
America. Children back then did not receive counterproductive training
as they do today. In those days, most Israelites lived in small cloistered
communities. Their children were not constantly being taught counter-
productive ideas and standards. They had no televisions, radios, movies
and public schools teaching different standards as we do today. Their
community standards were God’s standards. Their children played and
associated with children who were raised by the same standards as they
were. None of this is true today and that makes training even more
difficult. Yet, Israelite parents back then were commanded to teach
God’s standards “diligently unto thy children” (Deut. 6:7, emphasis
added). In that same verse they were told: “[T]alk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when
thou liest down, and when thou risest up” (emphasis added). If that
much time, attention and effort was needed back then, what about
today?

Today, parents and children have a major distraction problem. You
cannot effectively train a dog if there is a pack of wild dogs constantly
running around and distracting it. Television, radio, movies, public
school, and peers are constant distractions that hinder training. These
distractions can be overcome, but it will take even more time, effort and
work.

Today, parents and children have a major time problem. In Old
Testament times, most men had jobs that kept them home or allowed
them to include their children in their lives, but that is not so today.
Mothers back then stayed at home with their children, and that is not so
today either. The average modern American father spends less than ten
minutes a day with his children. Modern American children spend over
seven hours a day in school and traveling to and from school. The
modern child spends four to eight hours a day watching television,
sitting in front of a computer or playing video games.

What should Christian parents do? They need to diligently train
their children. They need to heed what God told the Israelite parents.
They need to train their children when they sit with them each and
every day in their homes (meal times, daily devotionals, et cetera).
Instead of sitting down and watching TV with their children, they need
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to talk to them, teach them, train them. They need to take time everyday
to go for walks with their children and teach and train while they do.
They need to teach and train their children whenever they go some-
where in the car together. They need to teach and train their children
when they lay them down to sleep at night and for naps. They need to
teach and train their children every morning when they wake them up.

To do this amount of teaching and training Christian parents must
“turn off” the televisions, radios, computers, electronic games, et
cetera, in their homes. Fathers and mothers must make their children’s
spiritual well being their paramount purpose in life! To do this, every
father must realize that his job outside the home is not who or what he
is, and that in reality it is the result of a curse from God (Gen. 3:17-19).
Fathers must understand that they work for their families, and that
when the demands of their jobs conflict with the well being of the
family, their families come first. Fathers can change jobs, but they
cannot change families. If it is at all possible for them to do so, fathers
need to quit their second jobs, quit accepting overtime, quit spending
all of their time advancing in their careers and spend more time, a lot
of time, each and every day with their children.

Mothers must realize and accept the fact that managing the home
and motherhood is their God-assigned career (Tit. 2:5; Gen. 3:16), not
some job outside the home. If mothers have jobs outside the home, and
if their jobs conflict with the well being of the families, their families
must come first.

Before anybody pleads poverty and says that they cannot make
ends meet without the wife’s check and/or the husband’s overtime
income, understand this, it is not true! Our parents and grandparents
survived without a lot of the things that society has taught us is
necessary today. If Christian parents will cut back and live like their
parents or grandparents lived, they will not starve or die. And maybe,
just maybe, the additional time they have to train their children will
prove more valuable in the long run than all the things they sacrificed
for their children’s training!

Christian parents should pull their children out of most, if not all,
of the sports and recreational activities that keep their children too busy
to be trained. Until the public schools are under local control and are no
longer teaching things that conflict with God’s standards, Christian
parents should get their children out of government schools, which are
training them to not believe in God, to laugh at the Bible and to engage
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in sinful sexual practices. How can Christian parents do this? They can
band together with other like-minded parents and form private schools,
which accept no government money and therefore can set their own
curriculum and agendas. Or, they can home school their children.
Studies show that home schooled children do better, academically and
socially than their peers in public school.

CONCLUSION

Which is better? Is it better to have a son who is a day laborer or a
daughter married to a day laborer living in a shack with a good
marriage and a mansion waiting for him or her in heaven, or a son or
daughter who is a doctor or lawyer, et cetera, living in a plush mansion
with a failed marriage and a fiery pit in hell with his or her name on it?

Let us end this chapter by paraphrasing two quotes. The first is
Hitler’s: “When Christian parents declare to modern society, ‘I will
never accept your immoral sexual standards,’ modern society calmly
says, ‘Your child belongs to us already. What are you? You will pass
on. Your children, however, now stand in the new camp. In a short time
they will know nothing else but this new community.’” The second is
a paraphrase of Jesus’ admonition: “Parents seek ye first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness for your children, then worry about those
other things” (Mt. 6:33).
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Francisco,CA, in 1991. <http://www.vidahumana.org/english/family/sexed-
history.html>
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